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St. John’s Parish Visitor 

Rector’s Journal:  Spirit Turned Loose 
 

“The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where 

it comes from or where it goes.  So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  John 3:8 

 

As I begin my fifth year of living with you here on the Kansas prairie, I think 

I’ve gotten used to the powerful effects of the wind here in the middle of the 

United States, “fly over country,” as it is sometimes referred to those 

traveling above from coast to coast.  Yet, just as soon as I think I’ve become 

acclimated to it, another spring storm will blow through the Midwest and I’ll 

be amazed again to see the impact the wind has had on the world around us. 

Often the effects of the wind are disastrous and catastrophic, but at other 

times the wind can be a great source of beauty and comfort, bringing relief 

from the heat in the form of a cool breeze or delivering a gentle sprinkling 

shower to nourish the land, rivers, lakes, and streams, and the various forms 

of life that depend on them, us included. 

Perhaps all of this, and more, are what make the wind such an apt metaphor for the Spirit of God.  

The passage above from the third chapter of the Gospel of John, read recently on The Feast of the 

Holy Trinity, reminds us that the Spirit’s effects are all around us and we humans, as clever as we 

may like to think of ourselves, are really clueless when it comes to knowing and understanding the 

works of the Holy Spirit, much less being able to predict them.  The best we can hope for, Jesus 

suggests, is that, like the wind, we would recognize in our own lives and in the lives of other people, 

the signs and evidence of the Spirit’s blowing activity. 

Being born of the Spirit means recognizing that we are to the Holy Spirit what the atmosphere is to 

the wind.  We are to the Spirit what the ocean is to a wave.  In other words, we are the abode of 

the Spirit, we who are born of the Spirit.  The Spirit chooses you and me, the Body of Christ, the 

Church as its dwelling place.  A comforting prospect, if not a little frightening as well, none the less, 

a prospect that gives each of us the opportunity to choose how we will display the wind of the 

Spirit blowing in our lives. 

I would invite you to let St. John’s Church be a primary avenue for each of us to live as God’s born 

anew people.  The mission and ministries of this parish provide each of us with the means to the 

end that all God’s people are called to seek, loving God and loving our neighbors as ourselves, 

giving of our time, talents, and treasures for the church to carry out its mission, and, as the Collect 

for Pentecost reminds us, “…preaching [of] the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the 

earth.”  (BCP p.227) 

 

Peace, 

 

 

The Rev. C. Earl Mahan 



 

By the Grace of God,  

 

The Right Reverend Dean Elliott Wolfe, 

Ninth Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas,  

will ordain 
 

Arland Wallace 
 

to the Sacred Order of Deacons  

in Christ’s One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church 

 

At 10:30 a.m.  

Saturday, June 13, 2015 

 

Grace Episcopal Cathedral, Topeka, Kansas 

 

Your prayers and presence are requested.   

Reception following. 
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If you are interested in attending 

the Ordination, but need a ride to 

Topeka in order to attend, or if you 

have room to offer a ride, contact the 

parish office at 262-0897.  We’ll try 

to coordinate a carpool.    

 
Join us in 

worship on 

Sunday, June 

14th, as we 

recognize newly-

ordained Deacon 

Arland Wallace 

at both Rite I and 

Rite II Holy 

Eucharist, 8:00 

and 10:30 a.m.  

There will be a Parish Reception in 

his honor at 11:45 a.m. in the parlor.    

Arland Wallace 

“The Process of Forgiveness” 
Retreat with Fr. William Meninger 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.   

Saturday, June 20, 2015   

Spiritual Life Center, Bel Aire, Kansas  
 

Fr. William Meninger O.C.S.O. is a noted spiritual teacher of contemplative prayer practices. 

He will present a retreat on Forgiveness, based on his best selling book, The Process of 

Forgiveness.  “Christianity is not the only religion to command forgiveness. It is at the heart of every significant 

religious, philosophical, ethical, psychological or even political construct." Father William will talk with us about how 

we have most likely forgiven many times, yet we often re-experience the hurt we have been trying to forget. Our lives 

and relationships are affected. How do we forgive? How do we move beyond the hurts and take them to God?  
 

This retreat will offer hope and help as we learn to forgive and begin to "live in the wholesome world of your own 

making. It is not a world without pain, but the pain can be redemptive. It is not a world without sorrow, but know 

that sorrow is not an evil but a proof of love."  
 

For details on the retreat, Click here. Fr. Meninger will also be signing his books at a reception in the Marian Room, 

Spiritual Life Center, Friday night, June 19, from 7:00-8:30. 

Deacon Barbara Gibson to Preach at St. John’s on June 7 
Deacon Barbara will preach at both 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. services on Sunday, June 7th.  Along with the gospel lesson, 
we’ll hear about her current ministry at Episcopal Social Services, where she serves as part-time coordinator of 
volunteers and as chaplain. She has been visiting parishes in the Southwest Convocation to recruit ESS volunteers, 
promote registration for the Kindness Moves Me 5K Run, and to encourage enrollment in the Kansas Leadership 
Center’s training program,  You. Lead. Now.  The SW Convocation has a grant that covers the cost of the $300 
registration fee for the 3-day training and 2 night’s lodging at the Drury Hotel.  For more information on volunteer 
opportunities, the run or the leadership training, contact Deacon Barbara at:  Barbara.Gibson@esswichita.org 

mailto:Barbara.Gibson@esswichita.org


              
 
 

Safeguarding God’s Children Training Offered on May 17th    
Thank you to our Safeguarding God’s Children training leader, Racine Zackula, for conducting this training class, which 
is required by the diocese for Vestry and staff & volunteers who work with children under age 18.  As a bonus, she also 
provided lunch for all the participants.    St. John’s is blessed to have such a dedicated  training leader in our parish!  We 
want to thank all those who participated in this class:  Nicki Soice, Mike McFerren, Pete McKernan, Shari May, Mary 
Ohlemeier, Iola Crandall, Phyllis McCabe and Erica Gaither.  The entire Vestry membership has now had this training, as 
well as all nursery staff and volunteers.  Racine plans to offer the training later this year for those who have yet to take 
it, or need to renew their certification.  Consider taking this important safety training, and take part in the ministries for 
St. John’s children and youth.   
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Leave Your Mark on St. John’s  Tradition of Delicious Parish Cooking 
The parish office has received the first contributions of recipes for our 145th Anniversary Parish 

Cookbook, and they look scrumptious!  Let’s round up some more tasty desserts, and start 

thinking about main dishes, salads, sides, appetizers, breakfasts and breads & muffins.  If each family 

can provide 3-5 recipes, added to the recipes from our 1908 and 1910 cookbooks, we’ll have a great 

keepsake of our anniversary, and proof of a tradition of great cooking!  Submit your favorite recipes 

to connieshawver@stjohnswichita.org, or you may mail or bring your recipes to the church office.  

The funds raised from cookbook sales will support the mission and ministry of St. John’s.   

Have You Considered Serving in St. John’s Altar Guild? 

Altar Guild is an essential part of the worship experience at St. John’s, the “behind-the-scenes” work that allows clergy 
to focus on ministry, congregants to focus on praise, prayer and learning, and each worship experience to flow 
seamlessly.  This is a dedicated group of women & men who rotate responsibilities in turn and work happily as a team, 
helping each other and giving of their time and talents.  If you or someone you know would like to know more about 
Altar Guild and what they do, and how they serve our priests and St. John's, please contact Altar Guild directress 
Lanelle McKernan.  She would be glad to help them rotate into a 'probationary' time, and to explore if Altar Guild is a 
calling for them.  Contact Lanelle at lksm1963@yahoo.com, or call the parish office at 262-0897. 

 

St. John’s Teens Enjoy 

Week of Worship,  

Fun and Friendship  

at Mega Camp  
 

MegaCamp is held at Camp 
Wood YMCA near Elmdale 
KS, and includes swimming, 
horses, games and more, 
along with study and worship 
together.  This summer’s 
camp dates were May 31—
June 6th.  St. John’s campers, 
from left to right, are: 
Mikayla Mahan, Gracyn Ross, 
Emerson Ross, Trevor 
Mahan, Santana Dozal and 
Alexandra Nowak,    

mailto:connieshawver@stjohnswichita.org
mailto:lksm1963@yahoo.com
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Actual

Apr 2015

Budget

Apr 2015

Actual vs Budget

Apr 2015

Actual

Jan - Apr 

2015

Budget

Jan - Apr

2015

Actual vs Budget

Jan - Apr 

2015

2015

Annual 

Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense

Income

Pledges 10,055.40 14,719.36 -4,663.96 47,375.83 50,378.41 -3,002.58 155,000.00

Contributions 3,553.82 5,211.27 -1,657.45 13,622.26 11,923.44 1,698.82 35,150.00

Investments 10,754.45 7,800.00 2,954.45 33,958.92 26,700.00 7,258.92 82,000.00

Additional Income 1,425.49 1,090.00 335.49 4,393.39 4,960.00 -566.61 37,180.00

Total Income 25,789.16 28,820.63 -3,031.47 99,350.40 93,961.85 5,388.55 309,330.00

Expense

Worship Ministry & Altar Guild 93.16 520.84 -427.68 1,327.55 1,283.28 44.27 3,450.00

Outreach Ministry 6,196.80 5,640.00 556.80 23,053.28 22,860.00 193.28 67,980.00

Christian Formation Ministry 9.90 237.50 -227.60 1,021.36 1,350.00 -328.64 3,250.00

Parish Life & Fellowship 319.31 345.83 -26.52 1,217.63 783.36 434.27 3,750.00

Building & Grounds 2,429.87 1,350.00 1,079.87 14,674.27 14,050.00 624.27 31,345.00

Utilities 880.22 1,546.66 -666.44 9,149.97 9,336.72 -186.75 23,600.00

Office 231.52 305.00 -73.48 2,968.70 2,110.00 858.70 5,100.00

Personnel 21,956.01 22,465.27 -509.26 91,290.97 93,438.76 -2,147.79 282,418.00

Professional Fees & Accounting 2,401.69 2,250.00 151.69 9,629.62 9,750.00 -120.38 30,000.00

Total Expense 34,518.48 34,661.10 -142.62 154,333.35 154,962.12 -628.77 450,893.00

Net Ordinary Income -8,729.32 -5,840.47 -2,888.85 -54,982.95 -61,000.27 6,017.32 -141,563.00

Profit & Loss Budget Proformance

April 2015

St. John's Episcopal Church

St. John’s 2015/2016 Scholarship Applications Deadline is July 1st  

 The Scholarship Committee will begin accepting applications for the 2015/2016 school terms.  St. John’s Scholarship Program was implemented 

in 1981 and has awarded 190 scholarships to 83 parishioners totaling $146,995. Any member of St. John's who will be attending College or an 

Institute of Higher Learning is eligible to submit an application.   Wednesday, July 1st is the deadline for returning Scholarship Applications to the 

Parish Office.  The names of St. John’s Scholarship recipients will be announced in church on Sunday, July 19, 2014. Scholarship Applications are 

available at the back of the church or by contacting Cathy Harris in the parish office at 262-0897.   
  

We are blessed to have this scholarship fund available for our members and very much look forward to passing these blessings on to our 

deserving students!  Please let us hear from you. If you have any questions regarding the application, please contact our Fr. Earl Mahan or Sr. 

Warden Nicki Soice. 

Income

Contributions before the campaign 40,112

Parishioners Pledges, Gifts, and Contributions 480,161

Trust Fund Invasion 500,000

Living Stones Estimated Income $1,020,273

Expense

Consultant 30,216

Campaign Expenses 3,903

Pipes and Hot Water Heating System 124,500

Conco - Phase I - 1st Contract 462,000

Conco - Phase II - 2nd Contract 481,000

Living Stones Estimated Expense $1,101,619

Estimated Campaign Shortfall -$81,346

Living Stones Capital Improvement Projects

  Repairs internal and external to ChurchBuilding 

  Repairs and improvements to EducationBuilding

  Repair and improvements to West Walkway 

  Courtyard drainage and sidewalks     

  Entrance to Undercorft Vestibule & Chair Lift   

  New Restrooms

  New Kitchen

  Assemblhy Area (ceiling, painting, HVAC, Lights)

Phase I  

Phase II  



 

 

Proper Worship Etiquette (or how to behave in church!) 
By Parish Historian, Katie Pott 

 

 

1907 The Rev. Dr. Percy T. Fenn’s St. John’s Parish Hand-Book 

We still note more late-comers at our services. When will our people learn to honor God, and to respect the feelings 

of their fellow worshippers by coming early? Don’t forget that the confession of your sins and God’s comforting 

absolution are far more valuable to you than the petty sermon, and do try to come early? . . . And what about 

reverence? We notice that some of our young people seem more full of giggles than of reverence. But do hold these in 

check until you get outside the House of God. 

1908 The Rev. Dr. Percy T. Fenn’s St. John’s Parish Hand-Book 

May we remind you of the necessity of coming to Holy Communion in time for the Confession and 

Absolution. We have a few who come in occasionally just before the distribution of the Elements, 

and who come to the Altar in that unprepared condition. This is decidedly improper. Nobody 

should come to the Holy Eucharist who has not made his public confession.  ~  And we notice an 

unseemly desire to rush out of the Church right after receiving, and before the Post Communion 

service. This also is improper. If you have not sufficient time to stay through the late Celebrations, 

why not get up and come to the early service on Sundays? This is Primitive and Apostolic; the 

other is Modern and Protestant!  ~  We notice that some of the oldest members of the 

congregation, who come late repeatedly, still walk into the Church during Confession and Absolution. We referred to 

the impropriety of this in our last Hand-book, and are sorry to have to do so this year. It is very disturbing to the 

entire congregation to have late comers enter and walk up the aisles whilst we are upon our knees. And it is never 

done in well-informed parishes!. 

1942 Holy Communion: What It Means And How To Prepare For It, by Bishop Charles Lewis Slattery 

On entering the Church, say these two prayers, kneeling:  .  .   If some time remain before the 

beginning of the Service, rise from your knees and sit quietly reading one or more of these Psalms 

or Hymns:  .  .   the offering at the Holy Communion is always, directly or indirectly, for the poor. 

In putting your gifts in the plate, ask God’s blessing on the cause for which they are given. 

Remember that the Bread and Wine, which are now placed upon the Holy Table, are part of your 

offering; therefore stand in token of your share in giving them, and remain standing till the Priest 

saith, Let us pray . . .  during the time which passeth before going forward to receive the Holy 

Communion, remain kneeling, praying earnestly in your own words  .  . On going forward to 

receive the Holy Communion, say this prayer, having learned it previously:  ~  Kneeling at the 

Communion Rail, with ungloved hands, place one hand upon the other, awaiting the administration 

of the Bread, when a broken fragment of it will be placed in the palm of the hand. Think of the Savior in the upper 

room the night before he was crucified. Imagine yourselves of the blessed company. Think of him as coming to you 

now, to give you his very life, while the words are said: ~ Reverently raise both your hands to your lips and eat the 

bread, giving thanks in your own words. When the cup is given to you, receive it firmly in both hands, and raise or 

guide it to your lips, while these words are said: ~ While kneeling at the Communion Rail, say these words, having 

previously learned them:  ~ Return quietly to your seats, and kneel both to pray and to listen to the Divine Voice 

within your hearts. Be careful to keep your eyes either closed or fixed upon your books. [To look about, when on 

your knees, is irreverent.] ~ If there be many to receive the Sacrament, and the time be longer than can devoutly be 

occupied upon your knees, sit during the time which remaineth after having finished your prayers; and, being careful 

not to look about, read, out of the Prayer Book or the Hymnal, the following: ~  Go from the Church, if it be possible, 

without speaking to any one, and try to be quiet on the way to your home. But be ready to do a deed of kindness and 

help instantly, if the opportunity comes, remembering that our Savior went down from the Mountain of 

Transfiguration to heal a poor sick boy. Fix in your minds the fact that Christ lives in you afresh by your faith. 

Therefore pray that he will express himself through you, to bring gladness and righteousness into the world. 

1950 The Rev. James C. Hoffman’s Eagle of St. John’s Church, April 8, 1950 

Those desiring to receive the Holy Communion by intinction are requested to come to the communion rail first. All 

who wish to receive the Cup are asked to come last, leaving a pause between the two types of administration. 

1955  The Rev. F. J. Raasch’s The Parish Visitor, March 20, 1955 

We had our two services of Holy Communion in the Undercroft last Wednesday morning and it seemed to 

discommode no one at all. If you find it too difficult to kneel, then don’t kneel. Just lean forward and use the “holy 

squat” which many people use anyways even in the church proper. 
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ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS 
Dedications may be made to the Altar Flower Fund in memory of loved ones,  

or in thanksgiving for blessings.  A minimum donation of $25 is requested.   

Sign in the book on the back table or call the parish office at 262-0897. 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

01    Shannon Mahan 

06    Shirley Orr 

08    Ted Kindsvatter 

14    Shirley Harris 

14   Edwin Smith 

18    Kevin Morris 

20    Michael Harris 

20    Jennifer Westhoff 

21    Bob Guenthner 

23    Sue Guenthner 

23    Bill Rutherford 

24    Kari Bitler 

26    Dcn. Barbara Gibson 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

06   Bob & Judy Nelson 

06    Garry & Judy Morris 

12 Ken & Tammy Breeden 

13 Fr. Earl & Shannon Mahan 

17 Scott & Nikki Mueller   

19 Ron & Candy Robbins 

21 Jim & Kathy McCoy 

 
BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES 

02        Jaaron Alfred 

02        Grant Davidson 

07    Mike McFerren 

07    Mike Morrow 

14    Pat Bybee 

23   Marilyn Kindsvatter 

06/07/15  
Pentecost 2 
Proper 5 

Ken & Tammy Breeden 
 
Garry & Judy Morris 

In thanksgiving for their 44th wedding anniversary on June 12th 
 
In thanksgiving for their wedding anniversary 

06/14/15  
Pentecost 3 
Proper 6 

McFerren Family  In thanksgiving for the wedding anniversary of Scott & Shirley Orr 

06/21/15  
Pentecost 4 
Proper 7 

June Wikle In loving memory of her sister Joan Johnson for her birthday June 21st 

06/28/15  
Pentecost 5 
Proper 8 

Memorial Fund In memory of James & Grace Edwards 
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Graduates to be Honored on Sunday,  June 14th 
This year, we mark the achievements of Morgan Elizabeth McFerren, daughter of Mike 

McFerren, who graduates from Wichita North High School, and Brittany Troyer, 

granddaughter of Dan & Tish Seely, who is receiving a BBA from Western Michigan 

University in Food Marketing with a minor in Economics.  If you or a family member 

graduates this year, let us celebrate with you!  Please submit your graduation announcement 

details, and an invitation or photo if you’d like.  We’ll recognize your achievement in 8:00 and 

10:30 a.m. services on June 14th, and in upcoming newsletters.  

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY: The Rev. Dr. J. Ted Blakley was ordained to the priesthood one year ago, on June 7, 2014. 
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http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260867988&event_date=11/23/2014&ci=G1K5M7I3O9I3G1G1&igd=
http://calendar.churchartpro.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261823050&event_date=11/23/2014&ci=G1K5M7I3O9I3G1G1&igd=
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Serving the Lord 

 June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 

  Pentecost 2 Pentecost 3 Pentecost 4 Pentecost 5 

8:00 a.m. Service RITE I RITE I RITE I RITE I 

Acolyte Cathy Harris Mike Morrow Cathy Harris/Zackula Racine Zackula 

Lector / Intercessor Charles Lloyd Mike Morrow Cathy Harris/Zackula Racine Zackula 

          

10:30 a.m. Service 
RITE II RITE II RITE II RITE II 

Organist Ken Breeden Deanna Waggaman Ken Breeden Ken Breeden 

Altar Guild 

Lanelle McKernan Leslie Dunlap ~~~~~~~~~~ Kelley Davidson 

~~~~~~~~~~ Racine Zackula Ben Kittrell ~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Acolytes 
Server Mike Morrow Ben Kittrell Ben Kittrell Jack Burkholder 

Crucifer Emma  Blakley Paul Steele Mikayla Mahan Paul Steele 

Torch ~~~~~~~~~~ Emerson Ross ~~~~~~~~~~ Emerson Ross 

Torch ~~~~~~~~~~ Gracyn Ross ~~~~~~~~~~ Gracyn Ross 

Lector / Intercessor 
Tammy Breeden Katie Pott Roger Carvalho Judy Nelson 

LEMs 
Lay Eucharistic Minis-

ters 

Arland Wallace Tom Pott Katie Pott Tom Pott? 

Tammy Breeden Clergy Clergy Clergy 

Childcare Nursery 
Jazmin Montes Jazmin Montes Jazmin Montes Jazmin Montes 

Cathy Harris Phyllis McCabe Bridgette Dozal Kelley Davidson 

Children's Sunday 
School 

need volunteer need volunteer need volunteer need volunteer 

only one volunteer needed, assisted by nursery staff  

Teen Minister 

~~~~~~~~~~ Racine Zackula ~~~~~~~~~~ Racine Zackula 
Teen Minister 

Teen Lessons Leader 

Teen Activity Leader 

Daughters of the King Tish Seely Judy Morris Jean Wikle Lura Unger 

Refreshments Nadine Deardorff Paul Massaria 
Iola Crandall & 
Phyllis McCabe 

Parish Breakfast/ 
Dietrichs 

Lay Eucharistic Visitor Charles Lloyd Paul Massaria ~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~ 



Downtown Wichita 

402 N. Topeka 

Wichita, KS  67202  

Phone: 316-262-0897 

Fax: 316-262-2341 

 

E-mail: 

parishoffice@stjohnswichita.

org 

We welcome you! 

Sundays  8:00 am   Rite I Holy Eucharist  

  9:15 am  Adult Bible Study 

  10:20 am Children’s Sunday School 

  10:30 am Rite II Holy Eucharist 

   (Nursery available from 9:15—11:45 am)  
 

Wednesdays 12:00 noon Noonday Prayer & Wednesday Bible Study 

  5:30 pm  Holy Eucharist or Evening Prayer Service 

  6:15 pm  Praying the Scriptures  

ST. JOHN’S 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Staff       E-mail 

The Rev. C. Earl Mahan—Rector   earlmahan@stjohnswichita.org 

The Rev. Dr. J. Ted Blakley—Curate   ted@stjohnswichita.org 

Cathy Harris—Parish Administrator & Bookkeeper cathyharris@stjohnswichita.org 

Connie Shawver—Parish Communications   connieshawver@stjohnswichita.org 

Ken Breeden—Choir Director   kenbreeden@stjohnswichita.org 

James Adams—Sexton / Security 

Jazmin Montes—Nursery Coordinator 

 

Vestry 
Nicki Soice—Senior Warden 

Mike McFerren—Junior Warden 

Pete McKernan—Treasurer 

Erica Gaither—Clerk 

Members—Tracy Anderson, Iola Crandall, Bridgette Dozal, Bob 

Guenthner, Shari May, Mike McFerren, Pete McKernan, Mike 

Morrow, Mary Ohlemeier, Scott Orr, Tish Seely,  

Nicki Soice,  

 

Delegates:  Shari May, Sue O’Brien, Lura Unger 

 

Alternates: Paul Massaria, Racine Zackula  

 

Staff and Vestry 

A Loving Family of Faith, United in Christ, and Equipped for a Ministry of Service 

Visit us online: 

stjohnswichita.org 

http://www.stjohnswichita.org

