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RECTOR’S JOURNAL 
 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 
          – Galatians 6:2 
 

Most of us know what it is like to give and receive support during times of trial, when 
burdens that seem more than we can carry alone threaten to overwhelm us.  Stepping 
forward to lend someone a hand, preparing a meal for a grieving family, a card or 
letter to reassure the despondent that they are not forgotten and that they are held in 
the deepest of prayer – all of these, ways large and small, are the ways we, as a 
Christian community, bear one another’s burdens. 
 

That we do such things would for some be enough, but for St. Paul the issue went 
deeper than simply doing good deeds out of kindness’ sake.  For Paul, the act of 
burden bearing on behalf of another was to demonstrate the spiritual reality 
underlying the behavior.  It pointed to the source.  It fulfilled Christ’s law. 
 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” – John 15:12-13 
 

As Christians, loving deeds of sacrifice on behalf of another are not, in and of 
themselves, good.  My bearing your burden, or your bearing mine, does not 
automatically “fulfill the law of Christ.”  Human beings can be motivated to help 
another person, as we all know too well, for less than Godly reasons. 
 

Reading on, we see that Paul gives a last bit of advice on the topic when he writes: 
 

“Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow.  If you sow to 
your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you 
will reap eternal life from the Spirit.” – Galatians 6:7-8 
 

Questions for a Holy Lent: 
What is your life sowing?  What is your life reaping? 
Do you try to fit Christ into your life, or your life into Christ? 

 
Peace ++ 

 
 
 

Fr. Earl 
 

Parish Notes 

 Lenten Luncheon 

Speaker Series, 

Wednesdays at noon 

through March 16. 

 Winter Jam Youth Lock-

In, Friday, March 11 

 Daylight Savings Time 

begins Sunday, March 13.  

Spring forward! 

 St. Patrick’s Potato Bar 

on Sunday, March 13, at 

11:45 a.m. in the 

undercroft. 

 Easter Potluck Brunch on 

March 27, at 9:15-10:30 

a.m. in the undercroft—

bring a dish to share! 
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2016 Lenten Luncheon Series:  “By Word and Example” 
 

We’ll look at how our words and examples impact family & friends, our church, and a changing world.  St. John’s 
Lenten Luncheon program begins at 12:00 noon, with our  speaker’s message, followed by lunch in the Undercroft. ($5 
suggested donation). Invite a co-worker, neighbor or friend to this treasured St. John’s tradition.  All are welcome! 
 

March 9 – The Rev. Canon Torey Lightcap, Canon to the Ordinary, The Episcopal Diocese of Kansas.  Nicki Soice, Iola 
Crandall, Shari May and Sue Phares will prepare our meal: marinated sandwiches and cream of broccoli soup. 
March 16 – The Rev. Carolyn Ballinger, Bi-vocational Priest, The Episcopal Diocese of Western Kansas. The Mahan 
family will prepare our lunch for us. 

In Their Shoes   
 

They were ordinary men.  They were not scholars or priests.  They chose to leave their jobs, 
leave their families, to follow this man called Jesus.  Maybe it was the way He spoke, the things 
He said.  Maybe it was His charisma.  Maybe it was the miracles they witnessed along the way, 
the excitement they felt.  Maybe it was the hope He gave people everywhere they went.  These 
ordinary men became His band of followers.  Over and over they heard the stories.  Town to 
town they travelled; day to day they counseled with Him.  They saw that nothing was impossible 
with Jesus.   

 

What a thrill it must have been to follow Him on His triumphant ride into Jerusalem!  
 

Though Jesus had tried to prepare them, these men could not begin to comprehend that which was to come.  He had 
given them The Word they would need to carry on His work, but they did not know they would have to do it without 
Him.  It happened so quickly.  One Last Supper, a night in the Garden; then daybreak brought the sound of a cock.  
Events unfolded in unimaginable ways.  How frightened and frantic they must have felt.  After He had saved others, 
why didn’t He save Himself?  They had followed Him; they had risked everything for Him.   
 

Then He was gone.   
 

Fear, confusion, anger, dismay?  What must they have felt in those first hours, in those next two days before His 
Resurrection?  They who were closest, they who had shared so much time with Him were bereft.  What did their faith 
look like during those long hours?  Why had He left them?  What was left for them to believe?  Inconsolable they sat.  
Then came the words …… “He is Risen!” 
 

Joy, confusion, doubt, disbelief.  In the glory of a sunrise, the world changed.  Ever-lasting Hope was born.  His words 
– those words He spoke so many times – became clear to these followers.  They would tell His Story – over, and over 
and over again.  His Story would be heard around the world – He, the Son of God, born not to rule in this world but in 
the next, came to save us!  More than 2,000 years later we continue to hear His Word.  Hallelujah! 
           —Nicki Soice, Senior Warden 

 

Sunday,  

March 27   

9:15-10:30 a.m. 
 

 

Join your St. John’s family for Easter brunch in the 

undercroft.  Please bring your favorite dish to share 

as we celebrate the Good News of Easter.  

All are invited!  

Drinks and table settings will be furnished. 

 
All ages and abilities! 

All-Church Clean-up Day 
Saturday, March 5, 9:00 am 

 

Help prepare our beautiful church for Holy Week 

services!  Oiling the woodwork, under the direction of 

Lanelle McKernan and the Altar Guild, and other 

cleaning projects, inside and out (weather permitting), 

under the direction of Jr. Warden Mike 

McFerren.  Soup Lunch at 12 noon for 

all participants. Come join us—many 

hands make light work! 



St. John’s Parish Visitor / March 2016                                                  Page 3 

PARISH NEWS & NOTES 
 

WINTER JAM YOUTH LOCK-IN is set for Friday, March 11, at St. John’s, following the Winter Jam Concert at Intrust 
Arena.  Youth and adult sponsors will meet in the undercroft at 11:00 pm for games and a compline service, 
then lights out. After breakfast, participants will make cards to give our neighbors during Sandwich ministry.   

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS ON SUNDAY, MARCH 13.  Don’t forget to reset your clocks Saturday night 
and SPRING FORWARD!  

HOT MEALS NEEDED!  Episcopal Campus Ministry, meeting Tuesday evenings at St. John’s, requests meals to be 
provided by Wichita churches on a rotating basis.  St. John’s has been asked to provide meals on March 8th and April 
26th.  Also, Inter-Faith Ministries has asked us to provide supper for the Warming Souls Winter Shelter—available 
dates are Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, March 15-16, 
and 18. If a few of you would like to team up for one of these 
dates, please contact the parish office for details. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE AND VESTRY meet in the library on 
Thursday, March 17, at 5:00 pm and 6:00 pm respectively.  

Come make PALM CROSSES ON SATURDAY, MARCH 
19, at 9:00 a.m. in the library.  All are welcome—
come learn this fun traditional craft!  

Easter Liles and other spring flowers will be used to 
DECORATE THE CHURCH ON HOLY SATURDAY, MARCH 26, 
AT 9:00 A.M.  If you’d like to help, please join us!    

HAVE YOU RE-ENROLLED YOUR DILLONS PLUS CARD FOR 
COMMUNITY REWARDS? Go to www.dillons.com/
communityrewards to complete the required annual re-
enrollment.  Select St. John’s number is 10417. 

“Knit with Knowledge” Group Begins March 29 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Beginning Tuesday, March 29, there will be a new ministry at St. John’s with which you can be 
involved. There is a need for warm scarves and hats during the winter for our friends who come to 
Sandwich Saturday and for others who may have a need but can’t afford them. We hope that Knit 
with Knowledge will be able to fill that need. Knit with Knowledge is a ministry where we’ll gather 

to knit/crochet scarves and hats and maybe learn something at the same time.  With permission from the company, 
we’ll be viewing lessons from the Teaching Company college courses while we work. There will be possible discussion 
after the lessons, but that is optional. The courses from the Teaching Company address a wide variety of subjects and 
each professor is an expert in his/her field. The beginning course will be The Old Testament. Each lesson is 30 minutes 
in length, and we plan to cover two lessons (at least) per week. Knit with Knowledge will begin at 6:30 p.m. each 
Tuesday in the parlor at St. John’s. If you don’t knit or crochet and just want to learn something please feel free to 
come. Likewise if you can’t come to Knit with Knowledge and want to contribute items you’ve made that would be 
perfectly fine. For more information contact Tammy Breeden at 316-684-7688, 316-737-0748, or e-mail at 
ken.breeden@cox.net.   

Sign up for a daily video Lenten devotional message  

from the Society of St. John the Evangelist, with a 

participant workbook available for download. This 

series is the resource being used in the 

Contemplative Life study group on Wednesdays at 

6:15 p.m. in the library. For more information, go 

to http://ssje.org/ssje/2016.  

Have you considered "Adopting a Singer"  for St. John’s choir?  
Due to cuts, the budget allotted for choir will cover only the first half of this year for paid singers, 
necessary to keep choir filled adequately.  We are looking for an additional $3000. You can “Adopt 
a Singer” for $50 a Sunday.   Please indicate on your check that the donation is for the “Adopt a 
Singer” program. 

http://ssje.org/ssje/2016/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj714vAy6XLAhVJn4MKHdHPAR8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.palmweaving.net%2Fpalm-weaving%2Fstock-illustration-5448745-palm-cross%2F&psig=AFQjCNH0B0rx_V-7PZRCEXQV766kuf
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St. John’s Holy Week and Easter 
Palm Sunday, March 20—Easter Day, March 27, 2016 

 

March 20: Palm Sunday  

   The Liturgy of the Palms  

Rite I                          8:00 a.m. 

Rite II                       10:30 a.m. 

Spanish-language       1:00 p.m. 

 
The traditional blessing of the palms begins each service on this day. The 

Liturgy of the Palms recounts the events of all of Holy Week, from Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, where “they paved his way with palm 

branches”  through his crucifixion at Calvary.  The tone of the service this 

day gradually moves from its beginning of great celebration to its ending of 

somber contemplation. 

March 21-23: Holy Week    

      Wednesday          5:30 p.m. 
 

A Service of Evening Prayer is conducted in the Chancel.  

March 24: Maundy Thursday 

     Holy Eucharist     6:00 p.m. 

 

      

      Jueves Santos      8:00 p.m. 
 

 
This day is the beginning of what the church calls the Triduum Sacrum 

(the sacred three days of Holy Week:  Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday). The Maundy Thursday Service includes a ritual of foot-

washing, the dramatic stripping of the altar with growing darkness, and the 

Holy Eucharist with consecration of sufficient Sacrament to reserve for 

Good Friday.   

March 25: Good Friday  

   Stations of the Cross  Noon 

    

    

   Proper Liturgy for  

        Good Friday      6:00 p.m.   

 

   Viernes Santo         8:00 p.m. 
 

 
At noon, we will move through the Stations of the Cross.  This 

devotional practice is based on the time Jesus carried the cross through 

the streets of Jerusalem to the place of crucifixion.  
 

The Proper Liturgy for Good Friday is celebrated at 6:00 p.m.  Holy 

Communion is offered from Reserved Sacrament. 
 

Spanish-language service. 

March 26: Holy Saturday  

    The Great Vigil and 

        First Eucharist of Easter 

                                8:00 p.m. 
  

The Great Vigil of Easter is one of the Church’s most ancient liturgies. 

We begin in the dark, as Christ is still in the grave, and as we wait for 

Christ’s rising, we hear lessons and sing hymns recalling God’s saving 

deeds in history. The Service of Light begins with the kindling of fire, the 

lighting of candles and the procession of the Pascal Candle to its stand. 

With the church restored to full light, we proclaim the Easter acclamation, 

“Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed!”  The Vigil then transitions to the 

First Easter Eucharist. 

March 27: Easter Sunday  

Rite I Holy Eucharist 8:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

Rite II                       10:30 a.m. 

   Holy Eucharist 

 

Spanish-language      1:00 p.m. 

 
The 8:00 a.m. Easter Sunday Rite I Holy Eucharist is a spoken service in 

traditional language.  
 

Easter Potluck Brunch in the Undercroft from 9:15 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. 
 

The 10:30 a.m. Easter Sunday Festive Rite II Holy Eucharist includes 

music, with choir and organ. 

  
An Easter egg hunt will follow the Spanish language service. All are 

welcome! 



              
 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

01     Clinton Orr 

04    Ava Maccarone 

06     Tom Pott 

06     Mary Ellen Settle 

08 Caleb Oswell 

09     Cathy Harris 

14     Adam Roush 

14     Grant Davidson 

14     Jacob Marr 

16     Mitchell Hadley 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

23     Phil and RaNee Chronister 

30     Tom & Katie Pott 

BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES 

01 Kent Kindsvatter 

05 Nikki Mueller  

10    Ava Maccarone 

15    Edwin Smith 

23    Mary Ellen Settle 

25    Michael May 

29    Ken Breeden 

29    Leslie Dunlap 

31    Michael Deardorff 
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17     Cole Davidson 

18     Jayne Miller 

21     Kaylen Mueller 

23     Nancy Dietrich 

26     Adrian Cook 

28 Armaine Monk 

Dedicate Easter Lilies in Memory or Thanksgiving 
Sign up now to dedicate an Easter lily in thanksgiving for blessings or in memory of your 

loved ones. Lilies are purchased to decorate the church from Holy Saturday through Easter 

Sunday.  Sign-up sheets are on the back table of the church and in the parlor (please print 

clearly).  Sign up by Palm Sunday, March 20, for your dedication to be listed in bulletins 

for The Great Vigil and Easter Sunday, and the April Parish Visitor newsletter.  A donation of 

$20 is requested for each dedication, which will be listed on your Record of Giving.  Make 

checks payable to St. John’s, and add “Easter lily” to the memo line. Contact Cathy Harris 

(262-0897) if you have questions.    

Actual

Jan 2016

Budget

Jan 2016

Actual vs Budget

Jan 2016

Actual

Jan - Dec 2016

Budget

Jan - Dec

2016

Actual vs Budget

Jan - Dec

2016

2016

Annual 

Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense

Income

Pledges 10,648.06 13,721.40 -3,073.34 10,648.06 13,721.40 -3,073.34 162,000.00

Contributions 1,093.65 2,384.31 -1,290.66 1,093.65 2,384.31 -1,290.66 36,150.00

Investments 6,752.31 5,780.78 971.53 6,752.31 5,780.78 971.53 68,250.00

Additional Income 960.30 700.00 260.30 960.30 700.00 260.30 8,400.00

Latino/Hispanic Ministry Income 84.00 211.75 -127.75 84.00 211.75 -127.75 2,500.00

Total Income 19,538.32 22,798.24 -3,259.92 19,538.32 22,798.24 -3,259.92 277,300.00

Expense

Latino/Hispanic Expense 646.43 442.71 203.72 646.43 442.71 203.72 10,000.00

Worship Ministry & Altar Guild 665.96 523.34 142.62 665.96 523.34 142.62 3,090.00

Outreach Ministry 5,414.14 6,101.50 -687.36 5,414.14 6,101.50 -687.36 73,218.00

Christian Formation Ministry 222.45 127.05 95.40 222.45 127.05 95.40 1,525.00

Parish Life & Fellowship 146.24 270.87 -124.63 146.24 270.87 -124.63 3,250.00

Building & Grounds 4,056.93 1,291.63 2,765.30 4,056.93 1,291.63 2,765.30 31,014.00

Utilities 2,823.43 2,591.63 231.80 2,823.43 2,591.63 231.80 21,400.00

Office 429.25 533.37 -104.12 429.25 533.37 -104.12 6,400.00

Personnel 21,724.41 22,309.79 -585.38 21,724.41 22,309.79 -585.38 215,901.00

Professional Fees & Accounting 1,779.87 1,687.50 92.37 1,779.87 1,687.50 92.37 23,450.00

Total Expense 37,909.11 35,879.39 2,029.72 37,909.11 35,879.39 2,029.72 389,248.00

Net 2016 Operating Income -18,370.79 -13,081.15 -5,289.64 -18,370.79 -13,081.15 -5,289.64 -111,948.00

10,000.00

-101,948.00

Beginning 2016 Operations Checking 4,080.76

-5,289.64

-103,156.88

32,000.00

-71,156.88

Estimated Deficit

1/21/16 Vestry approved from Trust

Adjusted Deficit with Trust Funds

St. John's Episcopal Church

Profit & Loss Budget Proformance

January 2016

Actual vs Budget Adjustment

Transfer from Grant Fund for Latino/Hispanic Payroll

Approved 2016 Budget



 

St. John’s History        by Parish Historian, Katie Pott 
 

 

120 years ago 

Easter Souvenir Mirror. 

The Mirror, Easter, 1896:  When the idea of the ladies of St. John’s Episcopal church publishing an Easter 

Souvenir MIRROR was first proposed, the ladies, always ready to work for the interest of the church, took 

hold of the matter with energy, although they were fully persuaded that the task was no slight one.  ~  A 
meeting was called by the rector, Rev. von Herrlich, and the matter was canvassed most thoroughly in all of 

its bearings. The expense was carefully estimated, and when it was shown that by hard, earnest effort a neat 

sum could be realized for the church, the ladies enthusiastically voted to take up the work. At this first 

meeting an executive committee was appointed, upon whom would rest the responsibility of the 

undertaking.  .  .  The committee was to co-operate with Mr. John Carter, publisher of THE MIRROR, in 

publishing this Easter Souvenir—to solicit advertising, invite contributions and otherwise plan to make this 

edition a credit to St. John’s church and Wichita. How well they have succeeded is for the reader to judge. 

The ladies hope their efforts will be appreciated, for the accomplishment of their purpose was at the expense 

of much personal comfort, and was for the benefit of a cause in which every true citizen has an 

interest.  ~  The ladies are grateful for the generous encouragement they received from the merchants, also 

for the assistance rendered by those who have so kindly contributed articles and poems to the paper. They 

especially desire to thank Mr. E. E. Bleckley of the Missouri Pacific, for the large advertisement secured from 

his road, the Royal Baking Powder Co. for the large lithographed advertisement on cover, Mr. Robert 

Marquis for his generosity in supplying the page of Easter music, and the “Living Church” for the loan of the 

cuts of Bishops Vail and Millspaugh.  ~  The ladies have worked hard, but as their labors have been crowned 

with success, and they will be enabled to turn into the treasury a snug sum realized from the enterprise, they 

turn to the holy joy of the Easter festival with the consciousness of a duty faithfully performed.  ~  We 

heartily desire to thank Mr. John Carter, publisher of THE MIRROR, for the valuable assistance he has 

rendered in the publishing of this Souvenir. He kindly took all the details of the work upon his own shoulders, 

and relieved the committee of the task of editing the paper, proof-reading, etc. He has proven himself willing 

and ready to lend assistance and give advice on all occasions, and thereby has relieved the committee of much 

anxiety. 

 

Bishop Thomas.    The accompanying cut is a portrait of our late, much-loved Bishop 

Thomas. His death is a loss which we realize even more now than when we first knew 

that he had left us. He will ever be particularly associated in this parish with the stone 

church, for when our rector started east to raise funds, Bishop Thomas, while weighed 

down with the load of indebtedness in other parts of the state, most generously gave 

him letters of introduction to his own wealthy eastern friends, from whom he hoped to 

obtain some financial aid for this diocese.  ~  Who can ever forget Bishop Thomas’ face, 
or the noble words he uttered the last time he ever stood in our chancel and told us of 

the missions, and said, “How many of you have prayed for the success of your own 

rector as he goes from person to person working for you?” Strength and nobility of 

character and a fine intellect was the birthright of Bishop Thomas from a long line of 

New England ancestry. He was cousin to one of the most famous physicians that 

America has every produced, T. Galliard Thomas of New York City. He brought all the 

inherited and acquired power of his mind, and spent his strength and life in the Kansas work. In his devotion 

to duty he took a long eighteen mile ride over the desolate plains of western Kansas in the bleak wind, in 

order to place his hand upon the head of one about to pass to the great unknown. The cold which he took 

that day, he never recovered from, and in a few short weeks his body was laid to rest in the quiet graveyard 

in Rhode Island. But his life and example remain, stimulating us to finish the work in which he was so much 

interested. 
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The Rt. Rev. Elisha 

Thomas, 2nd Bishop of 

the Diocese of Kansas 
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Downtown Wichita 

402 N. Topeka 

Wichita, KS  67202  

Phone: 316-262-0897 

Fax: 316-262-2341 

 

E-mail: 

parishoffice@stjohnswichita.org 

We welcome you! 

Sundays    8:00 am  Rite I Holy Eucharist  

    9:15 am Adult Forum 

  10:30 am Rite II Holy Eucharist  

   1:00 pm Holy Eucharist in Spanish  
 

Wednesdays 12:00 pm Lenten Lunches, February 17—March 16   

    5:30 pm Evening Prayer Service, or 

          Rite II Holy Eucharist, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays   

    6:15 pm Contemplative Life Study Group  

ST. JOHN’S 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Staff       E-mail 

The Rev. C. Earl Mahan—Rector   earlmahan@stjohnswichita.org 

The Rev. Elizabeth Montes—Priest Assoc./Latino/Hispanic Ministry Elizabeth.Montes@st-francis.org 

The Rev. Deedee Evans—Interim Deacon 

Cathy Harris—Parish Administrator & Bookkeeper cathyharris@stjohnswichita.org 

Connie Shawver—Parish Communications   connieshawver@stjohnswichita.org 

Ken Breeden—Choir Director   kenbreeden@stjohnswichita.org 

Joel Brejda—Organist 

Brother Guadalupe—Music, Latino/Hispanic Ministry  

James Adams—Sexton / Security 
 

Vestry 

Nicki Soice—Senior Warden 

Mike McFerren—Junior Warden 

Pete McKernan—Treasurer 

Erica Gaither—Clerk 

Members—Bob Guenthner, Mike McFerren, Mary Ohlemeier, 

Nicki Soice, Iola Crandall, Shari May, Scott Orr, Tish Seely, Erica 

Gaither, Sarah Kittrell, Pete McKernan, Mayra Ocampo  

 

Delegates:  Shari May, Paul Massaria, Racine Zackula 

 

Alternates: Tish Seely, Mike McFerren, Lanelle McKernan  

 

Staff and Vestry 

A Loving Family of Faith, United in Christ for a Ministry of Service 

Visit us online: 

stjohnswichita.org 

http://www.stjohnswichita.org

